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Lord Adonis: reflections on city regions, growth and devolution
Purpose of report

For noting.
Summary

The Rt Hon. the Lord Adonis will be attending the City Regions Board. He has been invited to discuss the recommendations of his Growth Review, as well as share his candid reflections on where the Board might want to seek to take the debate on cities and devolution.
	Recommendation

Members are asked to note the report.
Action

Officers to take forward as directed by members.




	Contact officer:             
	Ian Hughes

	Position:
	Head of Programme (Growth and International)

	Phone no:
	020 7664 3101

	E-mail:
	Ian.hughes@local.gov.uk 


Lord Adonis: reflections on city regions, growth and devolution
Background and biography

1. The Rt Hon. the Lord Adonis has been invited to attend the City Regions Board to discuss the recommendations of his Growth Review, as well as share his candid reflections on on where the Board might want to seek to take the debate on cities and devolution

2. Under the Blair government, Lord Adonis served as Secretary at State for Transport and also spent twelve years in government as a Minister and Special Adviser, including Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State at the Department for Children, Schools and Families, Head of the No.10 Policy Unit and senior No.10 Adviser on education.

Adonis Growth Review

3. In July 2013, The Rt Hon Ed Miliband MP and Lord Adonis announced the launch of an independent growth review, jointly supported by the Institute of Public Policy Research (IPPR) and Policy Network.  The review was intended to set out a radical agenda for change to revitalise the British economy by supporting business innovation and growth across the country. In the ensuing year, Lord Adonis and his team toured the country to take in the views of local businesses, learning institutions and councils on the diverse challenges to innovation and growth faced by the different regions.

4. The Adonis Review issued its final recommendations this past July in Mending the Fractured Economy: Smarter State, Better Jobs.
  The report sets out 24 recommendations, including the following:
4.1. Reform of Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs), including rationalising them to better reflect the economic geography of city and county regions.
4.2. Encourage the setting up of city and county region Combined Authorities, further strengthening regional economic leadership.
4.3. Triple the level of funding devolved to city and county regions to at least £6 billion per year to allow them to shape local provision of skills training, employment schemes, infrastructure and business support.
4.4. Devolve the revenue from Business Rates to Combined Authorities so that any additional income can fund infrastructure priorities and incentivise investment to drive growth.
English devolution
5. In the aftermath of the “no” vote in Scotland, Lord Adonis published an article in The Guardian setting out his views on the way forward for English devolution. Lord Adonis argues against the creation of an English parliament and pushes for devolution to city regions. The full text of the article can be found here.[image: image1.png]Local
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� http://www.policy-network.net/publications/4695/Mending-the-Fractured-Economy
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